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PROFESSOR ALEX HUNT

What an honor it’s been to work with such a talented group of 
law students this year, watching as they have brought their 
talent and passion for the law throughout Houston’s high 
schools. 

When I was asked to help teach this course last spring, three 
opportunities helped make my answer an easy “yes.” First, an 
opportunity to once again work with some of the brightest 
legal minds in Texas as an adjunct at my alma mater, the 
University of Houston Law Center. Second, as a former 
schoolteacher, the opportunity to once again work with 
students in the city I love. And third, an opportunity to work 
with my mentor, friend, and one of the nation’s most 
prominent children’s law experts, Professor Ellen Marrus. 

From the first day of our summer training seminar, I knew we 
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had a special group of law students. As the semester progressed, I witnessed the hard work each student put into 
their lessons. As the weeks went on, our law students became stronger teachers, acquiring the invaluable skill of 
breaking down complex legal concepts that will inevitably help them in their practice. In turn, their high school 
students gained confidence, were more willing to speak up, and learned how to analyze complicated fact 
patterns.  Despite the unfortunate end to our semester as a result of COVID-19, I’m confident our law students 
will carry the lessons learned during their year of teaching into their practice, and our high school students will 
carry the advocacy and analytical skills learned throughout their academic careers.

The fifth year of Street Law at the University of Houston 
Law Center is drawing to a close. The end of the year certainly 
was not what anyone expected. Our high school students, 
with their law student teachers, had been working hard 
preparing for our Mock Trial Competition. Trophies were 
ordered, certificates were being made, lunches were 
ordered, judges were signed up and our schools were 
ready to go. Then came COVID-19 and the mock trial was 
canceled. It was the one thing we had not figured out how to 
do on line. Although all were disappointed, I know our 
memories will be of the better times of the course, and not 
the frustration of how the semester ended.

Law students and high school students gained so much 

during the year. High school students were more confident, able to talk in front of groups, developed new approaches 
to thinking about problems and designing solutions, gained a more in depth understanding of the law, and were able 
to organize their thoughts to present cogent arguments orally and written. Our law students were able to work on 
their lawyering skills – able to explain difficult legal concepts in plain language, oral skills, organizational 
development – and even more important, were able to connect to their students and instill a sense of 
community.

As I said at the end of last year I enjoyed working with the students – high school and law – and the schools and thought 
it was going to be my last year. But things always change, and I did get to work with everyone for at least part of the 
Spring. A huge thank you to Alex Hunt, for taking on the role of adjunct professor along with managing his own law firm, 
serving on a Board of Education, and caring for his family. We will miss him next year, but Gavriella Roisman will join us 
as an adjunct professor and I will be continuing to work with Street Law next year. We look forward to making sure 
students get the full experience next year, pandemic or not. We are making alternate plans for on line classes and 
possibly holding mock trial at a different time of year. See you next academic year!

PROFESSOR ELLEN MARRUS



WHAT IS STREET LAW?

FOCUSING ON 
WHAT MATTERS

Street Law began in 
1972 when a group of 
Georgetown University 
Law Center students 
decided to develop an 
experiential curriculum 
to teach District of 
Columbia high school 
students about the law 
and the legal system. 
Since then, the program 
has expanded beyond 
the teaching of practical 
law to include crime 
prevention, conflict 
resolution, youth 
advocacy and the 
fundamental principles 
of democracy.  The 
program is active in 
every state in the United 
States and over 40 
countries. Street Law 
reaches over thousands 
of participants each year 
and provides invaluable 
public service to the 
legal community, 
educators, non-
governmental 
organizations, juvenile 
justice professionals and 
law enforcement 
officers. 

that are not necessarily explicitly 
taught in law school, such as 
organization and time 
management. In this year of the 
program, the course grew to  
seven Houston area high schools 
- Mickey Leland College Prep
School, the High School for Law
and Justice, KIPP Houston, KIPP
Northeast, Chinqupin, YES Prep
Northeat, and Milby High School.
Upon enrolling in the program,
each Law Center student is
assigned to a high school class
and is responsible for developing
lessons and teaching the material
to the students. The program has
reached nearly 800 students over
the past five years with even
more courses scheduled for the
2020-21 academic year.

THE UHLC’S STREET LAW CLASS 
AIMS TO TEACH HOUSTON AREA 
HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS ABOUT 
THE LAW.

In Spring 2016, the University of 
Houston Law Center joined the 
ranks of over 100 law schools with 
the launch of the Street Law 
program. The initiative was 
spearheaded by Professor Ellen 
Marrus, Royce Till Professor of 
Law and Director of the Center for 
Children, Law & Policy, based on 
her previous work with Street Law 
and her experience as a Fellow 
with the program at Georgetown 
Law Center. For more than 40 
years, the Street Law program has 
developed classroom and 
community programs that 
educate young people about law 
and government. 

The purpose of the class is to 
expose high school students to 
the law and the legal system, 
while also encouraging them to 
think about college and law 
school. The Street Law class 
provides a unique professional 
development opportunity for law 
students as they are able to work 
on improving their ability to 
convey legal knowledge to 
laypersons and strengthen skills 
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Youth Justice 
in COVID-19

HEARINGS

FOCUS ON

1.

3. DETENTION

Harris County has 250 beds in their 
Juvenile Detention Center (JDC).  As of 
April, there are still over 125+ children 
still in the center.   JDC is logistically 
overcrowded because the child to staff 
ratio is too high to ensure optimal 
sanitary practices to protect the 
children.  At one point, children were 
confined to their locked cells upwards 
of 23 hours a day, released only to 
shower.  Ultimately, the safest decision 
- addressing both physical and mental
health - would be to maximize the
detention center population at 35
children.

Leadership Academy has begun 
releasing kids who have been in 
placement for 30+ days (either total 
release or furlough) so that kids from 
the Detention Center can be moved 
there.  However, that movement is 
happening without notice and at 
disruptive times.  Many families aren't 
even notified that their child has been 
moved to a different facility.  

COVID-19 AFFECTS OUR 
MOST VULNERABLE 
POPULATIONS IN 
DEVASTATING WAYS.  HERE 
ARE JUST A FEW ISSUES 
YOUTH ADVOCATES ARE 
FACING HEAD-ON TO 
PROTECT OUR KIDS IN THE 
JUSTICE SYSTEM.

Video visits and hearings are critical to 
the success of your client.  This 
includes parents/guardians and your 
client.  Affidavits and petitions refer to 
underlying conditions that can be life-
threatening.   Mental health is equally 
critical.  Judges don't want a "systemic" 
argument.  Make sure that you 
perform a comprehensive history with 
the writs and a detention review 
hearing in order to make an impactful 
and individualized argument on behalf 
of your client.  

2. VISITATION

Children in the detention center have  
not had access to visitors since mid-
March.  This is an exceptional 
emotional burden to the children and 
their families and reinforces the need 
for the children to be released to their 
parents or guardians - especially since 
most children now have at least one 
parent or guardian at home to 
supervise.  

3. MEDICAL CARE

There are at least two children and 
multiple detention officers who have 
already tested positive.  While the 
children are in a segregated section, 
these children are now in both medical 
isolation and detention.  Nursing staff 
is at a premium and not always 
available.  And, as mentioned, sanitary 
practices are far from optimal.

NATIONAL 
OUTLOOK
National Juvenile Defender Center 
(NJDC) is supporting the state level 
responses, juvenile defense front-
line responses, and community 
responses to COVID-19.  Their goals 
are twofold:  keeping young people 
out of the system and releasing the 
young people in the system.

To note, NJDC has multiple allies in 
this process that agree that children 
need to get out of facilities because 
the facilities cannot keep the 
children safe.  These allies include 
advocacy organizations, medical 
organizations, community health 
organizations, and even governors 
and legislators.  Notably, Michigan's 
governor gave guidance on what 
needed to be demonstrated to 
justify detainment.  

Mississippi, Delaware, Illinois, and 
Virginia are all demonstrating 
success in using medical data in 
connection to safety conditions in 
detention - and why release is 
imperative.  
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https://njdc.info/our-work/juvenile-defense-resources/

FOR MORE RESOURCES, VISIT THE NJDC COVID-19 PAGE: 

https://njdc.info/our-work/
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OUR STUDENT TEACHERS REFLECT ON THEIR 
FAVORITE MEMORIES OF THEIR MORE THAN 
MEMORABLE YEAR

Rachel Arco, UHLC Class of 2021

I sought to teach this class, not as a teacher teaching high 
schoolers, but rather as a guide leading my students through 
higher level discussion based learning. Chinquapin is such a 
special and unique school that I knew from the minute I stepped 
into the classroom that the students could thrive in that style 
learning environment. I never thought of my students as ‘high 
schoolers,’ I thought of them as peers who were just at an earlier 
point in their education than I was. I feel that because of this the 
students felt comfortable expressing themselves as young adults 
that were being heard. Reflecting now, it feels surreal that our 
classroom achieved an environment firmly rooted in mutual 
respect and deep consideration for one another. I am forever 
grateful to my students for the lessons they taught me, to my co-
teacher who not only became a very close friend of mine, but also 
a guide to show me how to teach, and to Street Law and 
Chinquapin Preparatory School for giving me this unforgettable 
opportunity. 

Of course, many of our classes were deep discussions and lessons 
on criminal law, the constitution, civil liberties, and contemporary 
issues (like DNA searches at the border!). But... I have to admit, 
many of my favorite memories are the moments in between the 
lessons, when we really got to know one another-- when we 
transformed from simply students and teachers to peers and 
friends. It is an incredibly difficult task to pick a single favorite 
memory from my teaching experience, so I can’t help but share 
a few. 

The first is when I brought the students to my law firm downtown 
to have a roundtable discussion with the attorneys in my office. 

We had an incredible conversation about what being a first generation attorney is like and the path getting 
there as well as what it is like to be a minority attorney.  On the way out, the students discovered the fancy 
coffee making machine in the lobby and almost had a better time watching it make hot chocolate 
than listening to the discussion-- but hey, they are high schoolers and it’s pretty cool! Another favorite 
was the day that we had class outside and sat in the grass on a beautiful sunny day. My final favorite 
memory was the class before winter break. I brought in treats and we just sat  around and talked about 
what everyone wanted to be when they grew up, what it was like to be in high school right now, and got to 
know each other just that much better. Somehow the conversation turned to dances and I embarrassingly 
admitted that I tap danced for 15 years. They wanted me to teach them a tap dance sequence and in 
return they taught me a viral tiktok dance. 

Overall, this was one of the best experiences I could have asked for. I will cherish these memories for the 
rest of my life. I hope to stay in contact with my students and I can’t wait to see the amazing things that they 
will do. 
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Being in the Street Law program and teaching high 
schoolers at KIPP Houston High has been an amazing 
experience. My favorite memory is one particular 
discussion we had on freedom of speech and how it 
relates to social media. What can or should be posted? 
What should be regulated? What authority do states have 
to regulate social media posts and accounts?

One of my goals of the class was to get the students to 
engage with a higher level thinking, above the rote 
memorization of most other high school classes. Hearing 
their thoughts and opinions on this topic was satisfying 
for me knowing that they were putting real thought into 
this topic and not just reciting facts back to me. 

Danny Brooks, UHLC Class of 2021

Connor Flanagan, UHLC Class of 2021

https://youtu.be/bfQJ35R8-P8
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Eye-opening

Judge Belinda Hill came to our class to talk about her 
experience as a criminal judge in Harris County. 
The student’s faces lit up when she was telling them 
about trials and cases she experienced first-hand 
in her career. The students opened up to her 
about their goals and ambitions after high school 
and how they could achieve that. It was nice to see 
them so engaged in the lecture and respectful.

Street Law has been eye opening for me because I 
used to want to be a teacher. I now know what it takes 
and what it entails. I’m grateful for the experience to 
teach HISD kids and hopefully I left a lasting 
impression on them. 

Kristen Nelson, UHLC Class of 2020

Adam Honeycutt, UHLC Class of 2021The best part of my Street Law experience at Milby 
High School was teaching my class about the 
Andrea Yates trial. It really connected with my 
students for a number of reason and I also learned 
a lot while teaching about the Yates trial. Not only 
did learning about the shocking way Andrea Yates 
killed her kids draw my students in, but also the 
fact that she was a valedictorian of Milby High 
School made it close to home to many of my 
students. Having my students struggle over how to 
respond to the intersection of mental health and 
criminal justice was something really difficult to 
teach, but also really rewarding. The fact that I was 
able to bring the case full circle by having the 
judge who presided over the Yates trial talk to my 
students just made the experience even better.

Having my students struggle over how to respond to the intersection 
of mental health and criminal justice was something really difficult to 
teach, but also really rewarding
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My favorite memory of teaching 
students from the great senior high 
class at KIPP Northeast was taking them 
on a field trip to visit 5th Circuit Court of 
Appeals being hosted at University of 
Houston Law Center. The excitement from 
the students to get a point of view from 
what they learned in classroom about 
appeals court to actually seeing it 
happening was remarkable. The students 
didn’t know what to expect from being 
in a courtroom either, but the 
professionalism and gratitude they showed 
stood out. Even afterwards when the 
students and I met back in the classroom 
was eventful as they asked many 
questions regarding their experience and 
being able to see how inquisitive they 
were, showed me how bright their futures 
are.

Alexandra Waasdrop, UHLC Class of 2021

My favorite memory from Street Law this year is the 
time I had to explain the difference between 
impeachment during a mock trial and the 
impeachment trials for President Trump. In my mind, I 
always thought these two terms were separate and 
unrelated, although the words themselves are identical. 
However, my students thought they should be 
related, and did not understand why President 
Trump’s impeachment proceedings were so formal 
and a judgment was rendered in the end, but that does 
not happen for the mock trial. They thought 
someone should stand up and make some sort of 
motion, and the witness would be found guilty. Young 
high school students have such creative minds and see 
everything from a fresh perspective. This moment 
with my students encapsulates this idea. 

Mykal Peterson, UHLC Class of 2021

Young high school students have such creative minds and see 
everything from a fresh perspective.
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Kirby Swartz, UHLC Class of 2020
My favorite Street Law memory has surprisingly nothing to do 
with either the law or teaching. At the beginning of the spring 
semester, I hosted my class’ Street law Olympics. My students 
were asked to do a series of seemingly silly tasks—such as 
building a tower comprised of only balloons—using each member 
of their mock trial teams. We made team posters and cheers as 
the students tried to outdo the other teams. Many of the teams 
tried to use their knowledge of statutory interpretation, which we 
had learned the previous semester, to find loopholes around my 
directions in order to best the other teams. I enjoyed getting to 
see the students excited to work in their teams, something we 
had struggled with up to this point. I also liked getting to see 
more of my students’ personalities once they tapped into their 
competitive spirits—there was definitely some trash-talking when 
it came time to judge the events! All in all, the memories I will 
cherish the most after this experience will be the times I got to 
relate to my students on a personal level, not just teaching them 
the different mens rea for murder. This experience has really 
reminded me something that’s easy to forget when you’re in the 
trenches of law school: the law is a team sport!  



STREET LAW IS COMING TO A CLOSE - WHO’S NEXT?

Passion, Resilience, Integrity, Discipline, 
and Empathy, the Northside PRIDE are 
laser-focused on college-readiness for 
every student. With an emphasis on 
public speaking as a unique hallmark of 
our program, we are dedicated to 
developing academic and social skills 
within our students that propel them 
into positions of leadership in Houston.

YES PREP NORTHSIDE

The High School for Law & Justice (HSLJ) 
is a separate and unique magnet school 
created in 1981 as a recruitment source 
for minority police officers. Students 
at the school take vocational classes 
that expose them to the knowledge, 
skills and abilities that will help prepare 
them for law enforcement and legal-
related criminal justice careers. The 
law and legal programs also maintain 
partnerships with professional 
organizations outside of the school. 

KIPP Northeast was founded in 2013 
and serves grades 9th through 12th. 
Approximately 550 students primarily 
from Houston’s North and East 
communities attend the school. College-
readiness is key at KIPP Northeast 
and the curriculum emphasizes 
writing, blended learning, and critical 
thinking. Each student is provided 
a laptop and a Kindle to aid in their 
learning. The students also participate 
in extracurricular activities including 
student government and athletics.

KIPP NORTHEASTHSLJ

Since its founding in 1969, Chinquapin 
College Prep has provided high quality 
college-preparatory education to able 
and motivated youth from low-income 
families in the Greater Houston area. 
Chinquapin aims to produce 
responsible, well-educated citizens 
who will become constructive leaders  
in their communities through its 
rigorous curriculum and emphasis on 
community service.

CHINQUAPIN MICKEY LELAND

The Mickey Leland College Preparatory 
Academy (MLCPA) for Young Men offers 
a high quality, rigorous, education, 
modeled after single-gender private 
schools, for a public school fee. Our 
students not only develop academically 
but also foster leadership skills and the 
ability to make healthy and responsible 
decisions. 
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COULD YOUR SCHOOL BE NEXT?



COMING TO A CLOSE: 
The University of Houston Law Center’s 2019-2020 Street Law program kicked off this fall for its fifth year 
in the running. This year, Mickey Leland College Prep School, the High School for Law and Justice, KIPP 
Houston, KIPP Northeast, Chinquapin,  YES Prep Northeast, and Milby High School all participated.  

UHLC law school students participating in the program this year are Rachel Arco, 2L; Danny Brooks, 2L; 
Connor Flanagan, 2L; Adam Honeycutt, 2L; Kristen Nelson, 3L; Mykal Peterson, 2L; Kirby Swatrz, 3L; and 
Alexandra Waasdrop, 2L. 

Cooperating teachers and principals are as follows: Mr. Andre Rodriguez and Principal Ruth Ruiz, Milby 
High School; Mr. Charles Kaspari and Principal Stacey Garcis, High School for Law and Justice (HSLJ); Mr. 
Jared Van Auken and Principal Sarah Keinath,  KIPP Northeast College Preparatory; Ms. Rebecca Storace 
and Principal Meyla Hooker, Houston KIPP; Ms. Chelsea Jordan and Principal Mark Fritzenschaft, Mickey 
Leland; Ms. Haley Ryan and Principal Dr. Dorothy Scrutchin, Chinquapin; and Ms. Rebecca Thomas 
and Principal Maureen Israel, YES Prep Northeast.

The program currently reaches over 150 students in the greater Houston area. The UH Street Law 
program is actively recruiting schools for the 2020-2021 school year. 

The University of Houston is a Carnegie-designated Tier One public research university and a EO/AA institution.

The University of Houston Law Center Street 
Law Program was started in Spring 2016 
under the guidance of Professor Ellen Marrus. 
The program is currently accepting new 
students and schools. For more information, 
please contact us.  

groisman@central.uh.edu 
University of Houston Law Center
4604 Calhoun, Houston, Texas 77204

Would you like to have a 
Street Law classroom? 

Contact 
groisman@central.uh.edu
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